The Palas Wood Collection of The Morton Arboretum Herbarium
Background: What is it, and where is it from?
The herbarium’s wood collection comprises 2,002 specimens that were collected by Richard Palas of Naperville, Illinois, over several years as a member of the International Wood Collectors Society (IWCS: www.woodcollectors.org). Mr. Palas donated his collection along with a 16-volume wood specimen identification resource in March 2007. Specimens were all obtained by exchange with other IWCS members, and all include identification and provenance information provided by the collectors themselves. The herbarium has not attempted to verify identifications nor made an attempt to update nomenclature, though most scientific names have been checked for validity against a taxonomic database. Several of the specimens were sanded to enhance the grain and relabeled by herbarium volunteer Norman Hill.
The collection was databased in 2008 by herbarium volunteer James Humbert, who (1) transferred all collection information from Mr. Palas’ original card files, (2) verified spelling of scientific names; (3) looked up the plant Family for each species in a standard taxonomic database (Tropicos: www.tropicos.org); and (4) provided links to background information and images on the internet where such were available.
Procedures for borrowing

The wood collection is available for loan to educators both within and outside the Arboretum. To request a loan:
1. Find collections you are interested in. The database is found at http://redwood.mortonarb.org/lab_pages/hipp/herbarium.html (look for “Palas Wood Collection: INFO” under the Herbarium Resources sidebar). We have posted it in both Microsoft Excel (XLS) and MS Access (MDB) format. If you are not familiar with querying in Access, it may be easiest to download the Excel spreadsheet and simply sort or search for specimens you are interested by taxon (Family, genus, or species) or geographic region.
2. Copy the spreadsheet rows you are interested in, or create a list / spreadsheet with (1) card number (unique for all collections for which we have a wood collection) and (2) complete taxonomic name (Genus, species epithet, and any variety, cultivar, or forma name provided).

3. Contact Jason Sturner (jsturner@mortonarb.org) or Andrew Hipp (ahipp@mortonarb.org) to request a loan; allow at least 2 wks advance notice

4. Loans are typically made for 2 weeks only, with a maximum of 30 specimens per borrower at any one time; if more time or specimens are needed, advance permission in writing from Andrew or Jason is required.

5. Make an appointment with Jason or Andrew to pick up the loan. Loans are picked up in the herbarium, which is located at: The Morton Arboretum / 4100 Illinois Rte 53 / Lisle IL 60532-1293. When you arrive at the front gates of the Arboretum, let the gate keeper know you have an appointment in the herbarium, and he / she will direct you to the correct building. 
Fields in the database:
CardNum
The original index card number provided by Richard Palas
Family
Plant family, from Tropicos 2008
GenusName
Genus name; from Palas data
SpeciesName
Species epithet
Variety
Variety
Cultivar
Cultivar
Forma
Forma
CommonName
Common names
DateColl
Collection date, according to the IWCS collector
CollectorName
IWCS collector by name, if provided (rarely)
CollCity
City in which the collection was made, according to the IWCS collector
CollState
State in which the collection was made, according to the IWCS collector
CollCountry
Country in which the collection was made, according to the IWCS collector
Picture and Data
Link to internet data; links were active at the time of searching (2008), but no effort is being made to update these links. If you find a dead link, please let us know.
IWCS
IWCS member number of the collector. Every IWCS member has a unique number
WoodSample
Indicates whether we have a wood collection for this card
Notes
Miscellaneous info on the collection
Contacts
Herbarium assistant: Jason Sturner (jsturner@mortonarb.org; 630-719-7963)
Contact to request loans or make inquiries about circulation policies or any other information about the collections

Herbarium curator: Andrew Hipp (ahipp@mortonarb.org; 630-725-2094)
Contact for information about the collection, questions about policies or additional information
Database creator: James Humbert (jhumbert@mortonarb.org) 
Contact for any information about the data in the database, as well as database design
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