Welcome to the Morton Arboretum Herbarium (MOR)

With over 165,000 accessioned vascular plant specimens and 20,000 lichen specimens, the Morton Arboretum Herbarium is the third largest arboretum herbarium in North America. The main focus areas of the herbarium are: 

· Woody plants of the temperate zone, both cultivated and spontaneous. We maintain an active program of exchange with herbaria all over the world. Specimens come from both collecting expeditions by arboretum staff and through the exchange program.
· Cultivated plants of the Morton Arboretum. A team of volunteers collects specimens on the grounds throughout the year, providing a permanent document of the dynamic living collections, as well as source material for taxonomic study.

· The spontaneous flora of the 24-county Chicago Region. With counties in Illinois (11), Indiana (7), Wisconsin (5), and Michigan (1), the Chicago region is an important crossroads of the Midwestern flora. Intensive study by Floyd Swink, Gerould Wilhelm, and others makes the Morton Arboretum Herbarium an extremely valuable regional collection. Many of our collections are donated by Chicago area naturalists.
Other important collections include:

· More than 20,000 specimens collected by Erwin Evert from the area of Yellowstone National Park and the surrounding mountains in Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho. 

· Most of Gerould Wilhelm's collection of plants from the western panhandle of Florida and southern Alabama counties; 

· A portion of E.J. Palmer's collection from the early 1900's.

· The vouchers of Vauquelinia, which William Hess monographed, and the genera Nolina and southwestern Yucca that Hess studied for the Flora of North America. 

· The vouchers of the plants collected in the United States for the National Cancer Institute's anti-AIDS and cancer testing program.

Current Activities:
· Vouchering plants of the Chicago Region.

· Vouchering the spontaneous and cultivated flora of the Arboretum

· Taxonomic studies in oaks (Quercus), elms (Ulmus), and sedges (Carex).

· Population genetics and molecular ecology of oaks and sedges, with a focus on hybridization and interpopulational gene flow.

The herbarium is an important educational and research resource, both for the Arboretum and for the community at large. Volunteers help with collecting, mounting, filing, and data entry, and contribute substantially to the culture of the herbarium. Specimens are also used for educational purposes by our Education Department. This supplements other teaching tools such as slides, field observations, and literature.

The herbarium is open Monday through Friday, and although you do not need an invitation or reservation to visit the herbarium, it is usually a good idea to contact staff to let us know you’re coming. We have literature, microscopes, and work areas in the herbarium and are happy to help you identify specimens. Please let us know how we can help you.

Herbarium Curator and Plant Systematist:
Andrew Hipp (ahipp@mortonarb.org)

Herbarium Assistant:



Jason Sturner (jsturner@mortonarb.org)

Research Assistant:



Jaime Weber (jweber@mortonarb.org)

WEBSITE: http://redwood.mortonarb.org/lab_pages/hipp/herbarium.html
