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A. Goals and Aims of the Herbarium:

1. A complete collection of plants both woody and herbaceous from the Arboretum grounds. This should include the various stages (i.e. flower, fruits, winter) of the plant.

2. As complete a collection of Chicago Region plants as possible.

3. As complete a collection of woody taxa from the world beginning with North America and temperate regions.

4. A collection of cultivated plants from other arboreta and garden institutions.

5. Collections made by Arboretum staff from areas visited.

6. Special collections of taxa studied by Arboretum staff.

B. Public Responsibility:

1. Provide resources for plant studies to other taxonomists, either as material sent on loan or for their visits to inspect our materials.

2. Provide resource material and data for rare and endangered species studies and natural areas studies.

3. Provide space for the teaching of many classes.

4. Provide specimens for classes that relate to taxonomy.

5. Verification of the identity of plants that the general public may inquire about.

6. Short talks with organized visitation by colleges, public schools, adult groups, and public service groups.

C. Herbarium History:

1. Originated in 1922 as a major Arboretum department. Henry Teuscher was the first botanist and collected many specimens from the Arnold Arboretum at Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts.

2. E. Lowell Kammerer became botanist in 1929 and his collections were added.

3. Ray Schulenberg became Curator of the Herbarium in 1968. From then on, the plants were well cared for and housed in appropriate containers.

4. Throughout the past 50-60 years, the herbarium has obtained specimens worldwide and from several hundred collectors. Presently approximately 165,000 vascular plant specimens and 19,000 lichen specimens are accessioned. In addition, there is a cone collection, pickled material of representatives of 50-60 families, and a nut and fruit collection.

